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| My Reſpected Fal EN D, 
Mr. 7O HN LAWES. 


SIR, 


HO I ſtady d the following Diſcourſe 

„ leaſt * heals + th 
made publick; and tho I am v 
ſenſible that the Judicious Criticks 
may ſee many Faults in it, and that the ill- 
natur d Pretenders to Criticiſm will endeavour 
to find more, whoſe chief End in reading ſuch 
Compoſures, is to cenſure them: yet I could not 
deny your * Requeſt, when you Gy 
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6 Funeral Sermon on 
was ſmitten with ſore Boils from the Crown of 
his Head to the Sole of his Foot, I ſhall not at 
preſent inquire how the Text ſtands connected 
with that part of the Speech which is contain'd 
in the preceding Chapter: You may eaſily per- 
ceive that in theſe two Verſes we have an Aller- 
Cos and an Amplification of the firſt Branch 
of it. 

1, We have an Aſſertion laid down, ver. 1. 
Man that is born of 4 Woman, is of few Days, and 
full of Trouble. The Subject of this Propoſition” 
is Man that is born of a Woman : that is, every 
Man; even the Saviour himſelf was not excepted : 
But concerning him it might be ſaid, even in a 
peculiar ſenſe, that his Days were few, and full 
of Trouble. He appear'd but a little while on 


the Stage of this World, if we compare his Life 


with the Lives of ſome others: And ſuch heavy 
Burdens were laid upon him, as never were borne 
by a mere Creature. That which is prædicated 
concerning Man, is, that he i of few Days, and 
Full of Trouble: He is to continue but a little 
time upon Earth; and whilſt he lives here, he is 
expos'd to a Variety of Infelicities, 

2, We have. the Amplification of the former 
part of the Aſſertion, ver. 2. He cometh forth like 
a Flower, and is cut down; he fleeth as a Shadow, 
and continueth not. Theſe words are an Enlarge- 
ment upon this Propoſition, That Man, who is 
born of a Woman, is of few days. It is illuſtra- 
ted by two Similitades : Man, on the account of 


the Shortneſs of his Life, is ſaid to be like 4 
Flower that cometh forth, and is cut down : Which 


words are applicable to Man in general, but 
more eſpecially to thoſe who are taken off in the 
Prime of their days. Moreover, Man, on the ac- 
count of the Brevity of human Life, is ſaid to flee. 
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OHN LAWES Jun. 7 


as a Shadow: And then the ſame thing is aſſer- 


ted in ſynonymous Terms in the Cloſe of the 


Text; And continueth not: He maketh no ſtay in 
this World, 


From the Account which has been given of the 
Words, tis evident that the Subſtance of them 


is contain'd ia theſe two Propoſitions : 


Firſt, That the Duration of natural Life is 
ſhort. And, b ; 

Secondly, That Man during this ſhort Life is 
expos'd to a Variety of Troubles, | 


Firſt, The Duration of natural Life is ſhort. 
Now in diſcourſing on this Propoſition, I ſhall, 
1/, explain it; and, 29, mention ſeveral other 
Scriptures that may ſerve for the Confirmation 
of this Truth, aſſerted in the former part of the 
Text. 95255 

1ſt, I ſhall explain this Aſſertion, That the 
Duration of natural Life is ſnort. Now in order 


to this, we muſt obſerve that the Ideas of Length 


and Shortneſs are merely relative: for we ac- 
quire them by comparing one Thing with ano- 
ther, when we apply the words to Extenſion ; 
and one Time with another, when we apply them 
to Duration. So that if we ſay Man's Days are 
few, *tis with regard to ſome other Duration 
which we have in our Thoughts, and which we 
compare with natural Life, Now Man's Days in 
this World are few, when compar'd with the 
Length to which they would have been pro- 
tracted, if he had not revolted from his Maker; 
when compar'd with the Duration of natural 
Life before the Flood; and when compar'd with 
the Duration of our Exiſtence in the eternal 


World. 
35 (i.) Man's 
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dt Man's Days ate few compar'd with the 


Length to which they would Have been 
trated, if he had not revolted from his Mikes. 
When Adam was form'd by his great Creator, 
there were no Seeds of Corruption in his Body, 
uo jarring Principles that tended to Diſſolution. 
As he was fearfully and wonderfully made, a very 
beautiful Creature, tho taken from the Duſt of 
the Ground; ſo his Body and Soul ſhould for ever 
have remain'd in the Bonds of an intimate Union, 
If he had perſever'd in his Obedience till his State 
of Probation was ended: He ſhould then have 
eat of the Tree of Life, and eating of that 
mould have liv'd for ever. But by one Man Sin 
das entred into the World, and Death by Sin; and ſo 
Death has paſſed upon all Men, for that all bave 
Faned. Rom. 5. 12. Now certainly the longeſt 
Life, which has an end, may properly be termid 
ſhort, when *tis compar'd with an endleſs Du- 
ration. | 
L.) Man's tg are few, if we compare them 
with the Time of Life before God was provok d 
to deſtroy the World by a Deluge. Weare in- 
form'd by the Divine Hiſtorian, Gen. 5. 27, that 
Metbuſelab liv'd Nine Hundred Sixty and Nine 
Years; and in the ſame Chapter we have an Ac- 
count of ſeveral others, whoſe Lives were little 
ſhorter. Whereas the Pſalmiſt in his time made 
this Obſervation, The Days 1 our Tears are Three- 
ſcore and Ten, and if by reaſon of Strength they be 
Fourſcore, yet is their Strength Labour and Sorrow 
for it i ſoon cut off,, and we flee away, See Pal 
90. 10. 

G5 Man's Days in this World are few, com- 
par d with the Duration of his Exiſtence in the 
eternal World: The Soul remains unhurt after 
all the Aſlaults of the King of Terrors, ud 
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eins to bud, and never comes to Maturity, like 
the Fruit that is blaſted by the Wind whillt it is 
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yet in the Bloſſom : Others are ſpar'd for a lon- 
ger time, are. continu'd. in the World till they 


arrive at their fall Strength, and then drop off 


io the Prime of heir Years. The God of their 
Lives, in whoſe Hinds their Times are, by ſome 


Diſeaſe or Diſaſter, ſtops the Breath of their Noſ- 


trils, when there was a Proſpect of their longer 
Continuance in the World. It may be ſaid of 
them, as Job ſays concerning the Perſon of whom 
he ſpeaks, Chap. 21. 23, 24. viz. that they die 
in their full Strength, and when their Bones are 
moiſten'd with Marrow. Others again expe- 


tience the Exertion of an Almighty Power to up- 
hold their Souls in Life, and to keep their Feet 
from falling till they arrive at a good old Age; 


their Lives are protracted till they are come to 
the end of that Time which the Pſalmiſt calls the 


Days of the Years of Man's Life, in the fore« 
mention'd goth Pſalm, ver. 10. They are ſpar'd, 
till by the length of their Time their vital Moi- 
ſture is dry'd up: So that tho it may be ſaid con- 
cerning all Men, their Days are few, there is a 


conſiderable Difference between the Lives of ſame 


and others. I proceed now, * 8 
9, To mention ſeveral Scriptures, which ſet 


forth to us the Brevity of human Life, and which 
do both confirm and illuſtrate the former part of 


my Text. See what Fob ſays, Chap. 7. 6, 7, 8. 
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is Wind! Mine Eye ſhall no more ſee Good, t 
of him that ſeeth me, ſhall ſee me no more; 


* 


My Days are ſwifter than a Weaver"s Shuttle, and 
are ſpent without. Hope. O remember that my Life 


e Eye 


Eyes are upon me, and I am not. See alſo Chap, 9. 
v. 25,26. of this Book: Now my Day: are ſwifter 


Then 4 Poſt, they flee away, they ſee no good; they 
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Mr. Joun La wES Jun. 11 
ve paſſed away as the ſwift Ships, and as the Eagle 


that ;baſteneth to his Prey. The ſame thing the 
= Pſalmiſt inſtructs us in, Pſal. 39. 4, 5- Lord make 
me to know mine End, and the Meaſure of my Days 


XZ what it is, that I may know how frail I am. Behold, 


thou baſt made my Days as an Hand's Breadth, and 
mine Age is nothing before thee : Verily, Man in his 
X beſt Eſtate is altogether Vanity. Once more, the 
F Shortneſs of Life is what the Apoſtle James 
2 ſpeaks of, Jam. 4. 14. For what is your Life? it is 
2 Vapour, which appeareth for a little time, and then 
van ſheth away. 


* Secondly, Man is expos'd to a Varikty of Trou- 
bles during this ſhort Life. This is a Truth to 
which we muſt readily aſſent : For whether we 
lock behind or before, to the right hand or to 
the left, we can't but obſerve that Man is born to 


; Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward. And there- 
fore all I ſhall do ander this Head of Diſcourſe, 
2 ſhall be, 


4 * t, To enumerate the Troubles of a mortal 
3 A24ly, To ſhow yon whence it comes to paſs, 
that Man's Days are full of Trouble, | 
3dly, To conſider wherefore the All-wiſe Go 
has order'd it to be ſo. 
_. 1, lam to enumerate the Troubles of a mor- 
tal Life. | | | 
(.) Men are oftentimes in trouble on the ac- 
count of thoſe Infirmities to which their Bodies 
are ſubject. Some have very frequently occaſion 


to ſay. as the Plalmiſt does, Pſal. 118. 18. The 
Lord bath chaſtened me ſorely. They are the 


greateſt part of their Lives; taught the Werth of 


Health - by the want of it, having Week after 


Week, yea Month after Month, weariſom- voy | 
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and Nights appointed for them. And others, 


who are of a more healthful Conſtitution; at ſome | 


times feel thoſe Seeds of Mortality working in 
their Bodies, which will at laſt bring forth Death : 
They have ſome Notices of their laſt and great 
Change, and by the ſhaking of their earthly Ta- 
bernacles are put in mind of the time when they 
muſt be level'd with the Duſt; There are in- 
namerable Diſeaſes by which the Life of Man is 
for a time embitter'd, and at laſt deſtroy'd; 

(2.) Men are oftentimes in trouble on the ac- 
count of Loſſes, Diſappointments and Straits: 
Many, to their no ſmall grief, find that Riches 
deferve the Character which the Apoltle Paul 
gives them, 1 Tim. 6. 17. where he calls them 
Uncertain Riches. Job was the greateſt Man in alt 
the Eaſt; but the God who gave bim his Sub- 
ſtance, commanded it away : ſee the Account you 
have iu the firſt Chapter of this Book, The 82 
beans fell upon the Oxen and Aſſes, and carry'd 
them captive, and flew the Servan@ with the 
Edge of the Sword. The Fire of God from 
Heaven deſtroy'd the Sheep, and the Servants 
that look'd after them. The Chaldeans, made a 


Prey of the Camels, and flew the Servants : ſo | 
that of all the Servants that had the Care of his 
Oxen and Aſſes, his Sheep and his Camels, none 

were fpar'd, but the three who were the unwel- ' 
come Meſſengers to bring him the doleful Tidings: 


Again, others are bewailing their Diſappoint- 
ments in particular Aﬀairs: They had laid, as 


they thought, a very ſure Scheme, and had pleas'd | 


themſelves much with the Proſpect of Succeſs : 
But the Supreme Governour of the World blaſt- 
ed their Hopes, and render'd their Contrivances 


vain. Others again are expos'd to the Hard- 
ſhips of a pinching Poverty: Many who are rich 
. 3 
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| Mr. Jo un LAWES Jun. 13 
a Faith, are poor in this World, have nothing 
Peforehand, and know not what Meaſures to take 
In order to their acquiring the bare Neceſſaries 
pf Life. | | | 
(.) Sometimes Men are conflict ing with Trou- 
ples of a ſpiritual nature. As for wicked Men, 
they do not always go on in their pleaſing Dreams, 
put are ſometimes awaken'd by the Spirit of God, 
their Eyes are open'd to ſee the dreadful Preci- 
pice on which they ſtand : They are convincd 
that tis a dreadful thing to fall into the hands 
Jof the living God, who is a conſuming Fire; 
and they ſee they are in the utmoſt danger of 
Jhaving ſo diſmal a Portion aſſign'd them, as his 
eternal Wrath. The Sinners in Zion are afraid, 
and Fearfulneſs hath ſurpriz'd the Hypecrites : The 
# guilty Wretches tremble when the devouring 
Flames and the everlaſting Burnings are pre- 
7 ſented to their view. See 1/a. 33-14. And as 
for good Men, they are frequently in trouble 
Jon the account of a Body of indwelling Sin, 
which leads them into Captivity, on account 
of the Temptations of the Devil, and on the ac- 
count of the Hidings of God's Face. Concern- 
ing the firſt of theſe, the Apoſtle Paul complains, 
Kom. 7.24. O wretched Aan that I am! who ſhall 
deliver me from the Body of this Death? Of that 
Z Trouble which the ſecond occaſion'd, the ſame 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 12; 7. where he tells us, 
that God ſent to him a Thorn in the Fleſh, and 
a Meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, leſt he ſhould 
be exalted above meaſure, By which Expreſſions 
he deſigns to ſet forth the Unealineſs. and Diſ- 
quietude of Mind, which the Aſſaults of the De- 
vil occaſion. Of that Trouble which the third, 
vizz the Hidings of God's Face, occaſion'd, the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, P/a. 30. 7. Thou bidff thy Face, 
and I was troubled, ; "IP 
IT (4-) Some- 
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(4.) Sometimes the Children of Men are in En. 
trouble on the account of their Friends: Our 
Friends are liable to the ſame Calamities with our 
ſelves, and if we have a cordial Love for them, 
we can't behold them in Affliction without Con- 
cern : To him that is afflicted, Pity ſhould be ſhown 
by his Friend, Job 6. 14. Our bleſſed Lord taught 
ns, that we ought to ſympathize with the Af- 
flicted, to mourn with thoſe that mourn, as well 
as to rejoice with thoſe that rejoice. And we 
find Job calls upon his Friends to condole with 
him, Chap. 19. 21. Have pity upon me, have pity 
upon me, O ye my Friends; for the Hand of God 
bath touch*d me. 

We can't but mourn when they who are dear 
to us are caſt on a ſick Bed, when in all appea- 
rance they are come to the laſt Moments of their 
Lives, when we have reaſon to fear that we 
muſt immediately be ſeparated, and have all our 
pleaſing Society totally interrupted. And while 
ſome are mourning over their ſick Friends, others 
are with grief reflecting upon a melancholy Se- 
paration as actually made: they are feeding their 
Sorrow with the Thoughts of thoſe things which 
endear'd their departed Relatives to them, and 
which are ſo many Aggravations of the Loſs they 
have ſuſtain'd. - 

2dly, I proceed now to ſhow you whence it 
comes to paſs, that Man is expos'd to a Variety 
of Troubles during his ſhort Life. The various 
Sorrows of human Life reſult from the ſame 
thing which is the Cauſe of its ſhort Duration, 
viz. Sin: Affliction comes not forth of the Duſt, 
nor does Trouble ſpring out of the Ground, Job 5. 6. 
Theſe things come not by Chance, but they are 
ſent by him who is the Sovereign of the World, 
the Diſpoſer of all things: and they are the fad 

Effects 
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5 ets of Sin. Man knew not by melancholy 
Axperience what Grief or Fear meant, but en- 


Doom upon him: Becau 
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Joy d a ſweet and uninterrupted Calm till he had 
Saten of the forbidden Fruit. But then his 
uſtly-offended Sovereign pronounc'd this heavy 

* thou haſt hear ken d to 
he Voice of thy Wife, and haſt eaten of the Tree, of 


"Which I commanded thee, Jay", Thou ſhalt not eat 


it; curſed is the Ground for thy ſake : in ſorrow 
alt thou eat of it all the days of thy Life. In the 
Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till thou re- 
Turn to the Ground. Gen. 3. 17,18, 19. So that 
Sin has brought into the World all thoſe Cala- 
mities, to which the Children of Men are ex- 
Fos'd from their Birth to their Death. 

34h, I proceed to ſhow you wherefore God 
has e it thus in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence, that Man's Days ſhould be full of Trou- 


1, Some Calamities are the proper Puniſh- 


ments of Sin. Of this ſort are all the Afflictions 


Thich befall finally-impenitent Sinners in this 


Life: Theſe are the Marks of God's fierce Diſ- 
pleaſure, and the ſad Forerunners of his eternal 
Vengeance; a few Drops of that Sea of Divine 
Wrath, in which their guilty Souls muſt be for 
Fever tormented. 


2. Afflictions are alſo to ſome the Means of 


Salvation : They are ſometimes the Means of be- 


ginning a Work of Grace in the Hearts of thoſe 


hat are exercis'd with them. Some have by a 


Fit of Sickneſs been excited ſo to number their 
Days, as to apply their Hearts to true Wiſdom, 
The near View of an eternal World, has put 
them upon making Preparations for their Abode 
ia it. And tho ſome have ſtifled Convictions 


after their Recovery, and return'd to the evil 


Ways 
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Ways they had reſolv'd to forſake, yet otherd eh 
have been enabled to retain and improve the 


Impreſſions which were made upon their Minds ti 


when they were caſt upon a Bed of Sickneſs, and 
expected every day, yea every hour, the approach 
of the King of Terrours. Sometimes alſo the 
Death of one Perſon has been inſtrumental for 
the ſpiritual Birth of another: The Survivor 
has by the Removal of his Friend been effectually 
prevail'd upon to prepare for his latter End, by 
Faith in Chriſt, and a Submiſſion to his Autho- 
rity. Moreover, Afflictions are inſtrumental for 
the carrying on a Work of Grace where it is 
begun. God deſigns the real Benefit of his Peo- 
5 by all the corrective Strokes of his Rd: 
ence we read, that tho no Chaſtening for the pre- 
ſent ſeemeth to be jeyous, but grievous ;, nevertheleſs * 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable Fruits of Rigb- 
reouſneſs unto them which are exercis d thereby. Heb. 2 
12. 11. And'tis on the account of that Benefit 
which the People of God receiye by Afflictions, 
that they are ſtiled Corrections: For as an earth» ? 
ly Parent ought to propoſe, and does frequently ? 
8 the Welfare of his Child by correcting 
im, ſo God does always both deſign and further 
the Welfare of his Children by all the Rebukes 
of his Providence. We find Fob n his 
Faith in God, that he would do him good by 
the ſharp Trials he met with : When be hath tried 
me, ſays he, I hall come forth as Gold; Chap. 23. 
10. 4. d. As Gold is purihed by being put into 


the Furnace, ſo my. Soul ſhall. be refined, ren- 


der'd more free from the Droſs of Corruption 
by the ſevere Proyidences I have been lately un- 
der. And David has recorded his own Hxpe- 
rtience as to this matter, Pſal. 119. 71. Ir is gt 
for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn | 


thy | 


- 


N 


eh Statutes. And many choice Fruits are ſome- 
times gather'd off from theſe Briars of Afflic- 
tion. [The Chriſtian's Troubles are the Means of 
Vexerciſing and improving his Faith in God, his 
# Reſignation to him: They are the Means of 
3 convincing him how vain all things below are, 
of weaning him from this preſent World, and of 
exciting his Deſires after an Abode in that bleſ- 


* 
, . 
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* 
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7. Having finiſh'd the Doctrinal Part of this Diſ- 
# courſe, I proceed now to the Improvement of 
what has been faid. , 
1ſt, Since Man's Days are few, and full of 
Trouble, how great muſt their Folly be, who 
7 confine all their Thoughts, all their Labour, unto 
that which relates to the preſent Life? Our 
Days in this World ſhall be few at the longeſt, 
and full of Trouble at the beſt. Twill ſoon be 
ſaid of us, as now it is of our departed Friends, 
= They: are. gone, and the Places which have known 
them ſhall know them no more. When a few days 
are claps'd, theſe' Eyes ſhall be clos'd, theſe 
„ Ears ſhalt be ſtopt, theſe Lips ſhall be ſeal'd 
up, my Body ſhall become a Lump of unactive 
« Clay, and I ſhalt have no other Habitation 
„than à Bed of Duſt, a dark and ſolitary 
“ Grave.” And there are no Methods to be 
taken, by which we can exempt our ſelves from 
Trouble the few days that are allotted for our 
Continuance on Earth. Now muſt it not be the 
moſt unaccountable Folly and Madneſs, to let 
this troubleſom periſbing Life be the Object of our 
Chief Concern ? When the worldly- minded Per- 


projects for a long 


of Time and Senſe, whea 
C Futu- 
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ſed Place, where Sin and Sorrow can never 


fon is intirely ſwallow'd ap by the Enjoyments | 
c 
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Thoughts of that Proviſion he has made for his 


ſhall be requir d of thee. 


of Mortality, ſaying, Walk ye therein; yet if 


elves, and of the Willingneſs and Ability of 


* uneral Sermon on ˖ 
Futurity, and fondly pleaſes himſelf with the 


Happineſs, he deſerves the Title giren to all 
Perſons of his Character by our Bleſſed Lord, 
Luke 12. 20. Thou Fool, ſays he, this night thy Soul! 
 2dly, How neceſſary is it that Sinners ſhould 2? 
repare without delay for an eternal Life of un- 
interrupted Felicity? You are made by your * 
great Creator capable of enjoying a noble, a 
laſting Happineſs, conſider'd as Creatures en- àn 
dow'd with Reaſon. This is what you cannot 0 
expect on Earth; for your Days here will be few, th 
and full of Trouble. But there is a way ſet be- 
fore you, which if you walk in, it will bring 
you to a much better World than this: The 
Paths of Holineſs will lead you up to that bleſ- ' 
ſed City, which hath Foundations, whoſe Buil- 
der is the moſt High God, where you ſhall live 
without Trouble, and that for ever; for Sin, 
Sorrow, and Death ſhall never be admitted there. 
But tho now the Way is reveaPd to you in the 
Word of God, and there is both the Voice of 
that, and the Voice of Providence in an Inſtance 


you ſhould let ſlip the preſent Opportunity, ſuch 
a Neglect may prove fatal: inſtead of having the 
Call repeated, you may be fix d in a ſtate of in- 
conceivable Miſery ; which ſhall be greatly in- 
creas'd by this Conſideration, that your Abode * 
in it ſhall never end. Be perſuaded therefore, 
Sinners, without deferring it any longer, to 
ſpend the little Timę you ſhall be — in this 
troubleſom World, in making proviſion for your 
everlaſting Happineſs. From a Conviction of 
your Miſery, of your Inability to help your 


Chriſt 
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d/ all Chriſt to relieve you, rely on his infinite Merits 
ord, for the Pardon of all your Sins, and for a Title 
Xo all the Bleſſings of the everlaſting Covenant; 
und depend on his Spirit to direct you in all 
your Ways, to ſupport you under every Burden 
and eden you for every Duty. And 
having thus believed on the Bleſſed Jeſas, endea- 
vour 1a all things to comply with his Directions, 
and to follow the bright Example he has ſer 
vou; perſevering therein even till you receive 
the End of your Faith, the Salvation of your 
Souls, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition you 
may meet with from the Fleſh, the World, and 
=the Devil. 
N 3d, Since our Days are few, and full of 
le, 


Trou let this teach us to moderate our Love 
to outward Enjoy ments, and to live in the con- 
ſtant Expectation of our End. How unrea- 
& © ſonable is it, that I ſhould be paſſionately fond 
of the deareſt Comforts of Life, and ſo ſer 
„e my Heart upon them, as to hinder my Purſuit 
of that which is moſt worthy of my Regard! 
© © They may divers ways be embitter'd to me, 
„they may be remov'd from me: If they are 
© not, I ſhall ſoon be taken from them: I muſt 
« depart from them all, when I fall a Prey to 
Death. And therefore inſtead of ſetting my 
« Affections on worldly Good, *tis reaſonable 1 
* ſhould live in the conſtant Expectation of my 
“ Removal from it; in ſuch an Expectation 
& thereof, as will excite my Soul to go on in 
<« the Purſuit of that Happineſs which can ne- 
ver decay, never be taken away from the hap- 
© py Poſleſſors of it.” 

Laſtly, This Conſideration, that Man's Days 
are few and full of Trouble, may ſerve to alle- 
viate the Chriſtian's Sorrow on the A: 
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his deceaſed Friends, who died ia the Lord. ag 
Have we been depriv'd by Death of the moſt * 


ſweet Society of our godly Friends? it may mo- 


derate our Sorrow to conſider that Man's Days 


are few, and therefore the Separation ſhall not i F 


belong. They indeed are gone to Heaven before 
us, but we ſhall ſoon follow after, and join the 


bleſſed Aſſembly into which they are admitted, } 


and where they are now praiſing and enjoying 
the God whom they ſerv'd when they liv'd on 
Earth. And ſince Man's Days are full of Trou- 
ble, they have made a bleſſed Exchange wha 
were prepar'd for their latter End before they 
came to it: They groan'd under a Body of Sin, 
and were continually lamenting the remaining 
Depravity of their Natures before they departed 
hence. They were expos'd to numberleſs Infe- 
licities, the melancholy Conſequences of Sin, 
and were {ometimes in heavineſs thro manifold. 
Temptations, But now they have made a final 
parting with all ſinful and ſorrowful Evils: 
Their bitter Sighs and heart-piercing Groans 
are chaog'd for uninterrupted Songs of Praiſe 
and Triumph, 

Now ſuch things as theſe which have been 
mention'd, I may ſuggeſt to the Friends of the 
deceaſed Perſon, whoſe Death has occaſion'd 
this Diſcourſe, for their Support under the ſad 
Providence. 

As for my own part, I had not a long Acquain- 
tance with him: but others, who were bis Inti- 
mates for ſome time before he died, obſerv'd, 
that he diſcover'd his Head to be furniſh'd with 
a competent Knowledg of Divine Things, and 
his Heart to be full of Grace. The Society of 
{ſolid Chriſtians was his great Delight: and he 
was never better pleas'd, than when he was en» 


gag'd 
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'd. Wag'd in the ſo- much - neglected Duty of ſpiritual 
oſt Tonverſation. And all that kney bim myſt 
o- Own, that his Actions were ne the Goſ- 


ys Mel of Chriſt. The firſt time that 1 had any 
jot Diſcourſe with him, it was about the State of 
ze nis Soul, and he gave a Reaſon of the Hope that 
he vas in him with Meekneſs and Fear. And when 
2d, Me propounded to this Church for Communion, 
ne he gave full Satisfaction: ſo that we look'd upon 
on him as one that was likely to be an honourable 
u- fand uſeful Member, But, alas! how ſuddenly 
ha Frere our pleaſing Hopes diſappointed ! For in- 
ey Aſtead of his being receiv'd into this part of the 
in, fviſible Church-Militant, he was admitted into 
og the Church-Triumphant: Inſtead of ſitting down 
ed Fat the Lord's-Table, he was receiv'd up to the 
fe- Kingdom of Glory, there to partake of the 
in, Marriage-Supper of the Lamb. 

Id. Whea I firſt viſited him in his Sickneſs, I 
al found him perfectly ſenſible, and perfectly eaſy : 


s 2. He was freely willing to be at God's diſpoſal, 
ns Whether he ſaw fit that he ſhould live or die. 
ſe. FAnd he was well ſatisfy'd, that if he liv'd be 
23 ſhould live to the Lord, and that if he died he 
en ſhould die in the Lord; that living, dying, and 
he Mafter Death, he ſhould be the Lord's. Nor was 
*'d MFhea little thankful for the Goodneſs of God to 
ad him under his Affliction, in chaining up bis Ad- 
F verſary the Devil, and in cauling him to enjoy - 
n- Fſweet Serenity in the near Views of Death and 
i= tbe Grave, But after he had lain a few days, 
d, the Diſtemper ſeiz'd his Head, and God per- 
th AF mitted Satan to take the advantage of it, and 
id to fill him with black and melancholy Thoughts, 
of WY Whilſt he was thus, all his Concern was about 
he his Soul, and he had at times ſome Hopes 
n» WF mix'd with his Fears. Once ig particular wen 
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I was with him, after I had ſuggeſted ſome # 
things which had a tendegcy to remove the 
Fears he was under, he ſeem'd better ſatisfy'd 2 


than he had been; he ſignify'd that he was not ; 
without Hope, and did with*a great deal of 


judgment and Affection make a full, à chearful 


Dedication of himſelf to God, thro the great 
Mediator: and after that, deſir'd I would pray 
earneſtly to God, that what he had done might 


be accepted, and that he might have clearer Evi- 
dences of God's Love to him before he left the 
World. And this Deſire of his was granted, 
this Prayer anſwer'd as to the particular thing: 
For about three days before he died, God re- 
ſtor'd to him the Uſe of his Senſes, rebuk'd 
the Tempter, and gave him a lively Hope that 
when the earthly Houſe of his Tabernacle ſhould ? 
be diſſolv'd, he ſhould have a Building of God, 
a Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the | 
Heavens. | | 

You therefore who are the Friends of the De- 
ceaſed, ought to ſee to it that you mourn not 
as thoſe that are without Hope. He was indeed 
a ſtrong and healthy Man, in the Prime of his 
Years, and likely to have ſurvived many he has | 
left behind: But tho this may add to the Weight 
of your Burden, it does not diminiſh his Hap- | 
pineſs. He would not for all that the World | 
can afford return back, to ſpend the Remainder | 
of thoſe Days upon Earth, which he might have 


-liv'd according to the Courſe of Nature. 


To conclude, Let it be your Care to keep | 
your Sorrow within due bounds, and to follow 
him as he follow'd Chriſt ; that tho you have | 
bad a ſorrowful Parting from him, you may 
have a joyful Meeting with him; that when you | 
undergo the ſame awful Change thro which he 
has 
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as now paſſed, your Souls may be admitted into 
Fhoſe bright and glorious Regions where he now 
wells; that when the great Day comes, you 
may be plac'd with him at the Right Hand of 
he Supreme Judg, and with him have the de- 
Wightful Sentence ,pronounc'd upon you; Come ye 
Bleſſed of gry Father, inherit the Kingdom prepar'd 
or you from the Foundation of the World: In a 
Ford, that after the Sentence is paſt, you may 
remain for ever with him in the Kingdom of 
ZGlory. 
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